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Sign Interpreter avail-
able upon  
request. 
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STAFF 
Pastor: Grant Aaseng    

Pastoral Assistant: 
Dr. Rol Halvorson 

Minister of Music: 
Lonnie Kriel 

Choir Director: 
Ruth Aaseng    

Director of Youth and  
Children’s Ministries:  

Shannon Anderson 
Parish Nurses: 

Cheryl Larson 
& Debra Samples 

Accounting: 
Renae Larson 

    Office Administrator: 
               Carol Hedlund 
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����������������������������������� �  In My Humble Opinion= IMHO 
�����������
  
     I have always loved Christmas. When I was a kid Christmas was always the best time of the whole year.  
  
     IMHO the older I get the more I love Christmas, the more I love the story of Jesus’ coming, the more I love God’s 
wondrously beautiful gift, the more I love giving rather than receiving, the deeper my awe at the infinite love and grace of 
God for this whole sin-darkened world and the more I love the marvelous meaning of it all. 
  
     IMHO God’s great gift at Christmas has the power to inspire and enlarge our faith and trust in God and the One God 
sent to the world under such humble circumstances as a sacrifice for sin and to be the Lord we love and follow. 
  
     IMHO we should seek to keep the joy and spirit of Christmas all year long.   Why can’t we fill the churches all year 
long and every Sunday like on Christmas as we join in the beautiful worship of the deepest mysteries of love and grace 
for all people?    
  
     IMHO when and where Christmas would be all year long there would be no war, no homelessness, no hunger, no 
poverty.  There is enough food in the world for everyone; some have too much and some not enough if only the Chris-
tians shared with all the hungry.  
  
     IMHO having the Christmas Spirit all during the year would keep us from war and fighting as an answer to our foreign 
disputes or personal disagreements. We would grasp that we couldn’t fight others in the name of the newborn Jesus.  
The whole history of the world would be different and greatly improved if Christmas were celebrated every day by all the 
Christians who celebrate the birth of the Prince of Peace and were dedicated to peace.    
  
     IMHO the whole world needs to follow the Prince of Peace every month and every day. Let’s keep Christmas going all 
year long and try to encourage others to do the same.    
  
     IMHO this is what we believers are called to do-- to encourage one another to do Christmas every day!   And wouldn’t 
life be a lot more filled with joy and peace?  
  
     IMHO if you and I really loved the Lord and one another in the name of Jesus, Christmas would be all through the 
year.  Why can’t we maintain the Christmas spirit of outrageous generosity, neighborly love and lasting peace in our liv-
ing and giving all year?   
.  
     IMHO all that stands in the way of celebrating Christmas all year long would be you and me.  If we loved the Lord and 
each other the way Jesus intends, Christmas could be every day.  So let’s just do it!!! Let’s do Christmas every day and 
spread the Christmas Word everywhere every day to everyone.  
  

� � � � � � � � � ���������	
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 �    

Luther Crest Bible Camp Events 
 
(4-6 grade)  WINTER YOUTH RETREAT , January 22-24, 2010   
Experience the fun of Luther Crest Bible Camp in the winter time!  Amazing counselors are taking a weekend away from college to 
lead Bible talks, inspiring worship, crazy games and fun in the snow with cross-country skiing, snow-shoeing, and tubing down Mt. 
Luther Crest!  Campers stay in a heated cabin with bunk beds and a bathroom.  Retreat runs Friday evening thru Sunday noon.  
Pastors and youth workers are welcome at little or no charge.  For more information, contact Luther Crest at 
320-846-2431, or visit www.luthercrest.org 
 
SWEETHEART EVENT  February 13, 2010   
Looking for a unique date with your sweetheart  We will have a special meal for adult couples served by the 
fireplace, lit paths in the woods for walks or cross-country skiing, an uplifting devotion and more.  Arrive 
between 5:00-5:30 pm, stay into the evening!     Cost:  $50/couple 
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Be a part of Shalom’s Prayer 
Shawl Ministry!  Help yourself 
to yarn and/or patterns from the 
basket in the narthex.  Knitted or 
crocheted shawls should be ap-
proximately 18 X 24” wide and 
60 X 70 “ long.  Three skeins of 
Lion Brand Homespun yarn make 
a perfect shawl.  To date 48 shawls have been given to 
members of the church or community.  If you know of 
someone who needs a reminder of God’s love, please 
contact the church office.  The next formal meeting 
will be February 8th at 7 pm.  
     Questions?—call Doris Mays, 763-7293 or  
                                  Pat Arneson, 763-5593. 
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                                       Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to my Shalom Family 
  
      I was asked to provide an article for Shalom’s January’s newsletter, and because I am a nurse, I could of 
talked about the usual New Years resolutions that some of us make every Jan.1.,  such as  improve our health, 
start an exercise program, eat healthier and take better care of this physical Body. These are all great ideas, 
and some of you out there, are making and keeping this resolution, but I got to tell ya, I fall short every year. 
       So this year, I am making a New Year resolution that I can keep.  In 2009, I found Lutheran World Relief 
to be a great way of honoring those that I love, and providing support to someone in GREAT need.  I have 
given hens and chicks as Christmas gifts for my sister and mother-in-law and schooling support for an orphan 
in a third world country, as a gift to my friend that retired, etc. 
     So in 2010 my New Year’s Resolution is to support Lutheran World Relief by honoring my friends and 
family, and gifting in their names.   As for me, I am taking care of my spirit.  Check it out,  LWRgifts.org,  I 
can’t begin to tell you how great I feel.  Plus look into Love Inc, for a local flavor.   
  
          Shalom, 
          Eileen McKay RN 

A big  thank you to the quilters from Shalom.  The quilts are really soft and warm.  They sure make our 
rooms look bright and cheery, too.  Thanks again!        Guy, Dean, Orris & Alan 
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Bucket Ministry 
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Pray for its continued success in our community.  
Bring awareness to its mission by providing information about the agency. 
Collect items that are an ongoing need for that agency by setting up buckets at Shalom and other churches 

throughout the area. 
 
The agency being spotlighted for December is The Lakes Area Humane Society.  The Lakes Area Humane Society 
(LAHS) is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, formed in 1989 by a group of concerned citizens wishing to make a differ-
ence animals in our community. They opened their homes to foster stray and unwanted animals. For ten years this 
group cared for and adopted nearly 600 animals, always keeping their mission in mind.  In addition, they had a vision 
for the future, to build an animal shelter.  In July of 1999 they achieved their goal due to the generosity of the busi-
nesses and people in our community.  A shelter was built and was open to the public. Since that time, the Lakes Area 
Humane Society has provided a safe and sheltering haven for over 11,000 animals that have been lost or abandoned.  
 
Please stop by the “Bucket” in the Narthex for more information on the Lakes Area Humane Society.    
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CHURCH COUNCIL HI- LITES 
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January 3, 2010 
Catherine Scholer & Dean Kliewer 
Dawn & Rob Slaamot 
Debra & Melissa Samples 
Amy & Samantha Schlosser 

 Providing time to share the love of Christ with our fellow members and guests is the reason we have Sunday Morning 
Hospitality. Thank you for being on the Sunday Morning hospitality team for October.  It is a real gift you are providing.  
Thank you! 
 1. Each week four family units are assigned.  Each of them is requested to bring 4 dozen cookies, donuts or bars. 
 2.  The first 2 on the list will be in charge of setting up before early service is finished, (9:30 am) (Trays for treats 
are in the kitchen or under the serving area and pitchers for water are in the kitchen.) and then acting as hosts during the coffee 
hour.  The second two on the list will be in charge of cleaning up after the second service. (This includes washing the cups 
and other dishes, emptying and rinsing the coffee pots, and cleaning up the serving area.)  These duties rotate. 
   
 We realize that it is a problem for those who usually worship at 2nd service to get the goodies here by 9:30 am and 
those who usually worship at the 8:30 service to return and help clean up.  Because our congregation has increased over 
the years we each have to only serve about 2 times each year.  Maybe for the times we are scheduled, we can attend the 
other service and meet and greet other of our fellow members. 
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January 24, 2010 
Tim & Sharon Ruud 
Jason Von Bank 
James & Natasha Taylor 
Greg & Karen Toivonen 

January 10, 2010 
Steve & Mary Steinle 
Jim & Christie Stueve 
Mike & Faith Steussy 
Bob & Shawn Seward 
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Brad Hoven             1/1 
Ellen Halvorson  1/2 
Julia Dalum  1/3 
Kyle Feldhake  1/4 
Darlene Zabel  1/4 
Lee Olmschenk  1/5 
Janet Steinbrecher 1/6 
Corey Paine  1/8 
Orris Balgaard � /C��

Della Sukke  1/10 
Brian Casavan  1/11 
Alycia Crowe  1/13 
Carla Randall  1/13 
Barbara Kirst  1/18 
Jacob Peacock  1/19 
David Wilson  1/20 
Pr. Grant Aaseng 1/22 
Michael Hoffman 1/22 

Jaiden Drewes  1/24 
Bob Dilly  1/25 
Emily Erickson  1/28 
Rachel Dale  1/28 
John Hoven  1/29 
Carol Hedlund  1/30 
Hazel Hanson  1/30 
Bill Kilgore  1/31 
Mariah Nelson  1/31 

January 31, 2010 
Tom & Beth Wacholz 
Tami Wheeler 
Janet Wilkins 
Garret & Joyce Visser 
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    SUN  MON  TUES  WED  THUR     FRI      SAT

� � � � � �  
New Year’s Day  
Church Office 
Closed 

,�

�  
8:30 Worship 
9:40 Adult 
Ed./Sunday School 
10:45 Worship 
6 pm Cross Training 

�� �  
5:30 pm Yoga 
6:30 Spiritual 
Growth 

�  
3:30 pm Act 4 Him 
6:30 Confirma-
tion/YADA 
7:00 Adult Choir 
8:00 Go Deep at 
Caribou Coffee 

�  
8-10 am Quilting 
10:00 am Bible 
Study 
11:00 Caring Com-
munity 
6:00 pm Yoga 
 

��
7:30 am Men’s 
Bible Breakfast at 
Travelers Inn 

�  
7:30 Yoga 
9:00 SOS Re-
hearsal 

	
�
8:30 Worship—SOS 
9:40 Adult 
Ed./Sunday School 
10:45 Worship 
 

		� 	��
5:30 pm Yoga 

�

	��
No Confirmation 
or Go Deep 
7:00 Adult Choir 

	��
8-10 am Quilting 
10:00 am Bible 
Study 
5:30 Shared Minist. 
6:00 pm Yoga 
 

	��
7:30 am Men’s 
Bible Breakfast at 
Travelers Inn 

	��
7:30 Yoga 
9:00 SOS Re-
hearsal 

	��
8:30 Worship 
9:40 Adult 
Ed./Sunday School 
10:45 Worship 
 

	�� 	�  
11:00 Evangelism 
5:30 pm Yoga 
6:30 Worship           
         Team Meets 

�

�
�
3:30 pm Act 4 Him 
6:30 Confirma-
tion/YADA 
7:00 Adult Choir 
8:00 Go Deep at 
Shannon’s 

�	�
8-10 am Quilting 
10:00 am Bible 
Study 
6:00 pm Yoga 

���
7:30 am Men’s 
Bible Breakfast at 
Travelers Inn 

���
7:30 Yoga 
9:00 SOS Re-
hearsal 

���
8:30 Worship:  Choir 
9:40 Sunday School 
9:40  Annual Meet-
ing 
10:45 Worship 
 

��  
7 pm Bookworm  
Bunch 

���
5:30 pm Yoga�

���
3:30 pm Act 4 Him 
6:30 Confirma-
tion/YADA 
7:00 Adult Choir 
8:00 Go Deep at 
Church 

���
8-10 am Quilting 
10:00 am Bible 
Study 
6:00 pm Yoga 

���
7:30 am Men’s 
Bible Breakfast at 
Travelers Inn 

�
�
7:30 Yoga 
9:00 SOS Re-
hearsal 
4-10 pm Youth 
Ministry Movie 
Marathon 

�	�
8:30 Worship:  Choir 
9:40 Adult 
Ed./Sunday School 
10:45 Worship 
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January 3, 2010     8:30               10:45 
 
Acolyte     Samantha Schlosser   CJ Forester                              
Ushers     Lyle Kjesbo & Dean Kliewer  Vic Dale & Tre Forester           
Communion  Assistant   Wade & Shelli Crowe   Rachel Dale & Troy Frovarp 
Lector     Dori Otterson    Jenna Seward                           
Nursery     Darbi Crowe & Michelle Randall  Haley Seward 
Greeters    Denny & Ruth Nagle   James & Sheila Gardner 
Assistant  Minister   Jack Engdahl    Marcia Hoffman 
Altar Guild    Naomi Paine 
Kitchen Monitor   Shirley Ross 
Communion Bread   Dean Kliewer 
 
 
January 10, 2010     8:30     10:45 
 
Acolyte     Landon Anderson   Ricky Feldhake 
Ushers     Fritz & Tam Bukowski   Ray & Evie Raguse 
Communion Assistant   Dave & Evie Harris   Dave & Cher Larson 
Lector     Trish Jensen    Kim Casavan 
Nursery     Ruth Aaseng    Jacob Samuelson  
Greeters    Drewes family    Alli Halvorson 
Assistant Minister   Marilyn Myers    Jon Halvorson 
 
 
January 17, 2010    8:30     10:45 
 
Acolyte     Danny Kuhn    Katie Burkey 
Ushers     Anna Johnsrud & Roy Medenwaldt  Putt Muzik & Kayla Wacholz 
Communion Assistant   Terry & Janel Mays   Bill & Eileen McCay 
Lector     Shannon Anderson   Shannon Anderson 
Nursery     Cheryl Burbank    Mary Wright 
Greeters    Randall family    Marj Miller  
Assistant Minister   Carol Hedlund    Sherry Wright 
 
January 24, 2010     8:30     10:45 
  
Acolyte     Kris Aaseng     Melissa Samples 
Ushers     Norm & Della Sukke   Mike & Faith Steussy 
Communion Assistant   Dean Kliewer & Gwyn Dalum  Doris Mays & Jeri Borman 
Lector     Judy Radjenovich   Greg Toivonen 
Nursery     Lauren & Michaela Dalum  Jae Von Bank 
Greeters    Dave & Renae Rush   Ray & Evie Raguse 
Assistant Minister   Steve Radjenovich   Kim Casavan 
 
 
January 31, 2010    8:30     10:45 
 
Acolyte     Darbi Crowe    Brandon McCormick   
Ushers     Landon Anderson & Tammy Drewes Vishal Steinle & Troy Frovarp  
Communion Assistant   Jack & Bernie Engdahl   Marcia Hoffman & Grant Pexsa  
Lector     Marilyn Myers    Doris Mays    
Nursery     Leanza Wohlfeil & Anna Erickson  Kristin Wheeler   
Greeters    Roy & Connie Medenwaldt  Doris Mays   
Assistant Minister   Greg Anderson    Deb Halvorson 
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